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NEWS 
Caving has picked up this year with a number of trips (some reported in the full version of this newsletter which will 
be available on-line or posted on request) although the Matienzo expedition never took off.  At Alderley, there has 
been work at Timber Shaft, Field Shaft and Brinlow.  There have also been social events at Magpie Mine and BBQs 
at Tony and Sue’s and Nigel and Liz’s houses.  We have several new members this year, all keen and interested in 
the club, which is a good sign and hopefully will lead to more members in the future. 

Social events  
Nothing special planned for October but there may be another Magpie event this autumn or next spring.  Check out 
the date for the Dinner and make sure you are there – it’s always a good event with a chance to catch up on news 
and chat to some of the members who do not make it to regular events such as the Open Weekend. 
 

ANNUAL DINNER – 26th November 2005 
The date and venue are now set: the Dinner will be at the Acton Court again on Saturday, 26th November.  
Look forward to seeing you there.  Ticket arrangements and menus are attached as well as details for booking 
rooms (all at the same price as last year).  We are planning to have a guest speaker this year. 
 

ALDERLEY LANDSCAPE PROJECT 
The Landscape Project that started in 1996 after the coins were found at Pot Shaft is winding up this autumn.  The main leaders 
from Manchester Museum (Tristram Besterman and John Prag) are retiring and a number of other Working Party members have 
moved on.  However, the National Trust has picked up the research plans as far as the NT property is concerned and will steer 
any future work on their land.  Jamie Lund has drawn up a Research Strategy (contact Nigel for a copy).  The last stages of the 
AELP have been completed with the archaeological book published and the general book to follow next year.  On Saturday, 17 
September, there was a series of talks in which Nigel and Steve took part.   
 
MINE INSPECTION 
As reported last time, on 6th February, I made a start on the annual inspection of the mines, mainly of the things we 
have installed such as ladders and chains.  This will lead to a list of jobs and a few have come to light already or 
were never done last year.  Some of the jobs have already been done (bridges in Wood Mine and Engine Vein) but 
others remain such as the second short ladder in Blue Shaft needing refixing at the top.  If anyone wants to give a 
hand with the inspection, let me know.  We still have to do Wood Mine, West Mine, Brinlow and the Cobalt Mine. 
 
E-MAIL CHIT-CHAT 
If you have access to e-mail, don’t forget that that you can keep up with what’s going on by registering with the Club’s chatroom 
which can be reached from the Club pages on the website or from http://groups.yahoo.com/group/derbyshirecavingclub/. 
 
MINE AND SURGERY ACCESS 
There have recently been problems with damage to the Surgery door (the perpetrator has been reprimanded) and 
vandalism in Wood Mine by unknown persons.  A check is being carried out on keys for the mines.  If anyone has 
any idea how the vandals got into Wood Mine, please tell someone on the Committee.  THE SURGERY YALE LOCK 
HAS BEEN CHANGED AT THE SEPTEMBER OPEN WEEKEND SO CONTACT NIGEL IF YOU NEED A KEY 

http://groups.yahoo.com/group/derbyshirecavingclub/
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(send me £2.00 and an SAE for the key).  Any member with a key can provide a copy to another member but check 
with the Committee first if you are unsure about supplying one for any reason. 
 
MINES IN SURREY 
I have arranged for the Wealden Caves & Mine Society to take a small group around some sand and stone mines in 
Surrey.  The trip will be Sat/Sun 22/23 October and they can accommodate 7 people at present.  Let me know if you 
want to come on the trip.  Accommodation is not included so we will need to find a B&B or campsite.  The proposed 
visit is to Bedlams Bank Mine on the Saturday and something easier on the Sunday.  (Visit www.wcms.org.uk)     
Nigel 
 
INSURANCE 
The cards from the BCA are now available for most members and if I have not already handed it to you, I will include 
it with this newsletter.  There are green cards for cavers and orange cards for non-cavers. 
 
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION – CONSTITUTIONAL CHANGE 
The idea was raised at the QGM of changing the membership application procedure to make it easier for people to 
join as probationary members but to keep the voting as at present at a General Meeting before anyone can become 
a Full Member.  The idea is that anyone submitting a signed, proposed and seconded application form with the 
appropriate fee to the Secretary becomes a probationary member automatically and is covered by insurance.  They 
then have to attend a General Meeting (not less than two months afterwards) to be voted in as a Full member.  The 
two months are to give time for new members to become known around the Club and to gain some experience.  
Anyone who has any views on this proposal, which will be drafted and circulated before the AGM, is welcome to get 
in touch with me or any other Committee Member. 
 
TRIP REPORTS 
I have been sent trip reports for Skye, King Pot and Bull Pot of the Witches and I will send copies to anyone unable 
to download them from the Internet. 
 
NEW MEMBERS 
The following people have shown an interest following a recent trip down West Mine.  If you are doing anything that 
might be suitable for novices, give Pete C or Nigel a call: 
We also have six new members this year: 
Please make them welcome and encourage them to participate in club activities. 
 
OPEN WEEKENDS 
Attendance was down at the autumn weekend (although the takings still cover costs of insurance, etc.).  Some ideas 
are being tried out for next Spring including reducing the number of ‘normal’ trips and adding a longer trip in via the 
Hough Level and out via Engine Vein running every two hours for a larger fee.  Any thoughts?  Also, we need to fix 
on a date to be published on the website.  Easter is on 15/16 April and the Bank Holiday is two weeks later.  Shall we 
go for the weekend in between which may be during Easter holidays for some children? 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 
 
September 2005  3/4 – Open Weekend.   
  23/25 – “Hidden Earth” at Churchill, Mendip (check: http://www.bcra.org.uk/hidden-earth/) 
   
October 2005 22/23 – Surrey Mines trip 
 24 - Committee Meeting  
 
November 2005 26 - Annual Dinner, Acton Court Hotel, Stockport 
 29 - Alderley Meeting 

December 2005 5 - Annual General Meeting  
 

 
Any comments, items for the next edition, volunteers to be editor, etc. to Nigel Dibben 

http://www.wcms.org.uk
http://www.bcra.org.uk/hidden-earth/)
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DERBYSHIRE CAVING CLUB 
ANNUAL DINNER 

26 November 2005 – 7.00 p.m. 
 
 

Please reserve me [        ] places at the dinner.  Our menu choices are as follows.  (Tick one for each course.  If you 
are booking for more than three people, please continue on the back.) 
 
 FIRST PERSON SECOND PERSON THIRD PERSON 

Name: 
STARTER: 

   

Chef’s soup of the day with 
fresh bread roll and butter 

 
   

Pâte de Maison    

Melon and fruits platter  
   

 
MAIN COURSE: 

   

Roast Beef with Yorkshire 
Pudding 

 
 

  

Roast leg of lamb  
 

  

Grilled fillet of Scotch salmon    

Vegetarian Lasagne  
 

  

 
DESSERT: 

   

Choice can be made on the 
night 

 
 

  

 

The meal will be followed by coffee and mints, the slide show and talk, and a Disco.  Bar until 12.30 a.m. 
 
The price is £18 per person, same as last year.   
  

• I enclose £18 per person, total amount:  [£            ]     
• I enclose a deposit (minimum £5 per person), total amount: [£            ] delete as applicable 
• My payment will follow BEFORE 1st November. 

 

PLEASE RETURN THIS FORM BY 1ST NOVEMBER.  THANKS. 
 

 

If you want accommodation (Single £40, Double £55), please contact the hotel direct, referring to the DCC Dinner so 
as to get the reduced rate.  However, if you use the internet, the single room rate is £35, the double is the same!!! 
 

Acton Court Hotel, 187-189 Buxton Rd, Stockport, Cheshire, SK2 7AB   Tel 0161 483 6172  Fax: 0161 483 0147 
Email:  actoncourt@tiscali.co.uk     www: http://www.actoncourthotel.activehotels.com/  
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