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The Dodger’s Dispatch 
More  scribblings from September 2007 
the Derbyshire Caving Club Now with hot links  
(established 1960) to the website 
 www.DerbysCC.org.uk 

EDITORIAL 
Welcome to the autumn newsletter.  The Alderley Open Weekend is 
recently past but the Dinner is now looming.  There has been quite a bit 
of activity this summer and I will try to summarise this below.  Maybe 
next year, we can get together a better Journal of the club’s activities.  
The last Journal was 1984 and the one before that 1969 so one every 
15 to 20 years seems to be the Club’s norm.  A quick word to budding 
authors – don’t be afraid to send me just a rough draft of your article or 
even just the main headlines, I can either publish it as it is or edit it if 
you want.  I think it is better to have a record of the Club’s 
achievements over the years than nothing at all.  (PS if you think you’ve 
read this before, you have; it’s the same as twelve months ago and I 
haven’t had to change it!  Ed.) 

NEWS 
Social events  
No camping weekend this year – how about next Spring?  My recent 
visit to Good Luck Mine suggests this might be a good place to visit 
(see caving log at www.derbyscc.org.uk/club/caving-log.htm).  You’ll 
find details of the DINNER IN NOVEMBER below and on the attached 
form.  There was a quiet musical soirée during the Open Weekend but 
everyone was pretty well knackered so it never really took off.  Those 
who didn’t come missed one of Steve’s violin virtuoso performances. 
 
OBITUARY 
Sadly, we have another past member to remember: Tony Browne.  He was an associate member for about 10 years 
and was one of the volunteers at the Manchester Museum.  Tony was interested in the geology of Alderley Edge 
and published an article about it in 1995. 
 
NEW MEMBERS 
Paul Stubbs has been pulling out the stops and brought three new 
members to the last QGM.  Welcome to Ed, Adam and Malcolm.  
Now that we have two Malcolm Baileys on the club, we have decided 
to call one ‘senior’ and the other ‘junior’!  Can anyone else match this 
by bringing another Doug Kidd or Simon Dillon into the Club? 
 
CAVING NEWS (www.derbyscc.org.uk/club/caving-log.htm) 
A goodly crowd of members were in Matienzo this summer 
(www.derbyscc.org.uk/club/caving-matienzo.htm) and found some 
new cave again.  It remains an incredible area for finds as well as 
being friendly and good for walks and so on.  There is a report on the 
website complete with pictures and I will send a copy to any non-
Internet members who want to see it.  I have attached the report to 
this newsletter for the people getting it by e-mail.  There has been 
some other caving in the year and notable among the trips was one 
by mining devotees Phill and Elaine Taylor to High Pasture Cave in 
Skye and by Elaine, Pete and Roger to Hillocks.  Many recent and 
past trip reports are on the website and can be read (from an on-line 
version of this newsletter) by clicking the link in this article.   
(Link to map and other information about Matienzo: www.derbyscc.org.uk/caving/expeditions-matienzo.htm) 

http://www.DerbysCC.org.uk
http://www.derbyscc.org.uk/club/caving-log.htm
http://www.derbyscc.org.uk/club/caving-log.htm
http://www.derbyscc.org.uk/club/caving-matienzo.htm
http://www.derbyscc.org.uk/caving/expeditions-matienzo.htm
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ALDERLEY EDGE 
Next Open Weekend is now likely to be 26 and 27 April, 2008.  We can always find jobs for willing volunteers.  This 
autumn, we were definitely short of leaders so I will ring around before the next weekend to get positive 
commitments from some of the people who didn’t make it.  The effort put in by the dozen or so leaders over the 
weekend is considerable, and pays off in terms of income and goodwill.   
The lease is up for renewal having run for nearly 18 years with little change.  Signs at present are that it will not 
change significantly although there will be new clauses in it regarding archaeology and risk assessment, both topics 
which were barely considered when the lease was first drawn up.  There are a couple of areas where we need to be 
more careful about following all the rules, such as recording who is in the mines, and there is discussion taking place 
at present to resolve these issues. 
 
CLUB DINNER (www.derbyscc.org.uk/club/members-dinner.htm) 
Simon has booked the Acton Court again as the County at Bramhall is 
now an old people’s home.  Perhaps that’s appropriate and we should 
be there having dinner!  The booking form is attached but – wait for it 
– you can now book online.  There is a shortcut from the first page of 
the Club website (for members who can remember their passwords).  
AND WHAT’S MORE, you can even pay on-line too using PayPal.  
This will accept PayPal accounts and also credit card or debit card 
payments.  There is a small charge to the Club but by not sending out 
tickets and newsletters, we can offset this.  Any ideas for awards?  
The pictures in this newsletter?  Well they are from last year’s dinner 
and show the Chairman giving his speech, members drinking tea and 
discussing the weather and the guest of honour inviting the 
Chairman’s wife for the first dance. 
 
NAMHO CONFERENCE  
This year’s conference was held at Morwellham on the river Tamar in 
Devon.  Nigel attended and he has added a brief report to the Club’s 
trip reports on the web.  It was a good weekend with plenty of trips 
underground.   
 
PAYMENTS 
As mentioned above, you can now pay for the dinner on-line.  The Treasurer has also added facilities to pay 
subscriptions at www.derbyscc.org.uk/club/members-payment.htm and one-off sums such as Alderley donations on-
line so you can put your cheque books away now.  Please refer any issues or concerns to him as soon as possible.  
He is assured that the whole system is secure as it relies on PayPal. 
 
Messages from members 
I keep contact with a number of members and ex-members and I think readers might want to hear about them from 
time to time.  One message came from Chris and Derek Heath, now living in Lincolnshire, who say that they do a bit 
of walking in Lincolnshire with the U3A Short Walks Group but Derek is going to have a go with the Longer Walks.  
Chris is OK for 3 to 4 miles but since breaking her knee 4 years ago, she doesn't do longer walks.  They had a week 
at Sedbergh last year visiting the Lakes and Dales, reminiscing in the pub at Dale Head!  They also visited the Tan 
Hill Inn on their way home.  Another message came from Jim and Di Lovelock in Spain.  Jim has not been too well 
since a fall 2 years ago when he broke his hip.  He finds moving around even more difficult, especially in the hilly 
area where they live.  However, that has not kept him from his typewriter and he has now finished a book on 
Cómpeta and Andalucia.  If anyone else has news of distant or ex-members, please pass it on for the next 
newsletter.  It was good to see a number of old friends at the Open Day too, Mike Goodall, Martin Kenyon, Liz 
Boardman, Chris Booth, Ian Roberts, … 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 
September 2007 21/23 – Hidden Earth at Tewksbury 
September 30 – Proposed West Mine trip for novices etc. 
October 22 – Committee Meeting 
November  3-6 – Wirksworth Mine Research Group trip to Nent Head.  Contact Pete Johnson  
November 24 – ANNUAL DINNER 
December 10 – AGM Stockport 

 
 

Any comments, items for the next edition, volunteers to be editor, etc. to Nigel Dibben  

http://www.derbyscc.org.uk/club/members-dinner.htm
http://www.derbyscc.org.uk/club/members-payment.htm
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DERBYSHIRE CAVING CLUB 
ANNUAL DINNER 

24 November 2007 – 7.00 p.m. 
 

Please reserve me [        ] places at the dinner.  Our menu choices are as follows.  (Tick one for each course.  If you 
are booking for more than three people, please continue on the back.) 
 
 FIRST PERSON SECOND PERSON THIRD PERSON 

Name: 
STARTER: 

   

Chef's home made soup of 
the day served with bread roll 
and butter 

 
   

Smooth Pate with a salad 
garnish Cumberland sauce 
and toast 

   

Melon fruit platter melon 
drenched in fruit of the forest 

 
   

 
MAIN COURSE: 

   

Roast top side of beef with 
Yorkshire pudding and our 
famous gravy  

 
 

  

Roast leg of lamb, tender 
lamb with gravy and mint 
sauce 

   

Grilled Scottish fillet of 
salmon served with tomato 
and basil cream sauce 

   

Brandy and mushroom 
parcels 

 
 

  

 
DESSERT: 

   

Trifle    

Apple pie    

Chocolate fudge cake  
 

  

 

The meal will be followed by coffee and mints and a Disco.  Bar until 12.30 a.m. 
 
The price is £19 per person.   
  

• I enclose £19 per person, total amount:  [£            ]     
• I enclose a deposit (minimum £5 per person), total amount: [£            ] delete as applicable 
• My payment will follow BEFORE 1st November. 

 

PLEASE RETURN THIS FORM TO NIGEL  
or log on to the website (www.derbyscc.org.uk/club/members-dinner.htm) to book on line BY 1ST NOVEMBER.   

 

 
 

For room bookings etc: Acton Court Hotel, 187/189 Buxton Road, Stockport SK2 7AB (0161 483 6172) 
Email:  info@actoncourthotel.co.uk        www: www.actoncourthotel.co.uk  

  

  

http://www.derbyscc.org.uk/club/members-dinner.htm
mailto:info@actoncourthotel.co.uk
http://www.actoncourthotel.co.uk

