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Welcome to the next Golden Issue of the newsletter.  Contributions have been flooding in (as if).  This is however going to be a 
short edition so that I can get it out in July before everyone leaves for Matienzo. 

NEWS 
CNCC PERMITS  

Tony as heard that there is going to be a bit of a crack-down on permits for Casterton Fell and Leck Fell in the Dales so if you 
plan to cave there, contact Tony or Alan Speight of CNCC before going.  Permits can be obtained by e-mail making it quite a 
quick process. 

CONSTITUTION 

Changes to the constitution are planned to remove the need for Committee Meetings but to have six General Meetings a year 
instead.  Tony proposed them and Andy has the details.  The proposals will be approved (or not) at the next QGM on 23 August 
and if they go through, then the meeting after that will be a General Meeting.  The idea is that there is very little that the 
committee discusses which should not be public and that there is a lot of repetition between consecutive meetings which is quite 
confusing at times. 

NEW MEMBERS 

Since the last newsletter, we have had a really good growth in membership and there are now over 70 paid up members.  
Recent joiners include James Johnson (yes, Pete’s James), Johnny Boulton, Joanne Smart, Beverley Colclough, Matthew 
Fazackerley, Michael Tomlinson, Andrew Brown, John Connery, Glyn Robinson, Alison Robinson and Emma (Alley) Brown.  
Dave Wagstaff and Mark Hall have returned to the membership as well.  These new members have been active at Alderley 
Edge, in Yorkshire, Derbyshire and elsewhere so this is a real boost to the Club’s strength.  On top of caving and mining, two of 
them were roped in to the Fluffies’ return at Dalesbridge (see below) which shows even more commitment. 

DATES 

The open weekend is looming and everyone is welcome to help.  It is a really good social occasion but the more people around 
during the day, the easier it is for everyone (self included).  Typically, you could lead groups, back-mark, help kit people up (give 
Andy a rest), help issuing tickets, demonstrate our activities on the surface or underground, or just talk to the visitors.  At a push, 
you could even talk to other members but I always think that the visitors should come first.  There are already 14 people booked 
in.  The Open Weekend is September 4th and 5th with setting up on the Friday, 3rd.  Other dates are given at the end of this 
newsletter. 

CLUB NEWS 
Sadly, we don’t seem to be able to publish a newsletter without the news of a past member passing away.  This time, we have 
to remember Julia (or Julie or Goldie) Davies, widow of Barry Davies but a member in her own right in the past.  She died at 
just over 60 following a short bout of illness.  She was supported through her illness by Keith Foster, another ex-member, with 
whom she lived for many years.  A number of members attended her funeral in Hazel Grove and we met her two daughters 
Jennifer and Sam.  For those of you who are recent members, Barry was a very active caver in the 1970s and 80s until he died 
and he and Julia were regular visitors, with Jen and Sam, to Matienzo. 

OTHER SOCIAL NEWS 
On a lighter note, there was a return visit to West Mine in July by Maureen, Granville’s wife, and his sister Margaret and some 
of their family.  They managed a trip down to Sphinx Chamber to see the plaque placed there by the Club.  It is over fifty years 
since their last visit.  About forty people were present including current and ex-members.  We’ve received a nice thank you card 
from Maureen. 
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ALDERLEY EDGE 
Digging has carried on at the shaft at Engine Vein and at Timber Shaft.  A few issues have come up following a meeting with 
the National Trust and email members will have received a copy of some notes.  In brief, the issues were parking on the road 
outside the surgery, use of the dumper at night, the surgery and information centre roofs, capping Stump Shaft and Temple, 
possible archaeological investigation in Windmill Wood and the rescue arrangements (see below). 

MINING AND CAVING CONFERENCES 
This year's conference was held in south Gloucestershire.  I attended the conference, or rather the field trips and there is a trip 
report following visits to two stone mines, a coal mine, an iron mine and an 18th century grotto in Bristol.  Trip reports are on-
line (www.derbyscc.org.uk/log for ones that everyone can read).  If anyone without internet access wants a copy of recent 
reports, let me know.  The national caving conference (Hidden Earth) is at Leek (just 20 miles from Alderley Edge) and the Club 
will be putting on a stand.  It’s always a good event and well worth attending.  There is a good website about the conference at 
www.hidden-earth.org.uk and you can book on-line. 

RESCUE ARRANGEMENTS AT ALDERLEY EDGE 
Following the April incident when two intruders at Stump Shaft called police but DCRO were not called (leading by the way to 2 
hours wasted police and fire brigade time plus helicopter), we have had a fresh look at the current Alderley arrangements.  It 
very quickly became apparent that we were much unprepared for the role we might play, that is searching for intruders and 
supporting DCRO.  Two sessions have been held and more are planned to provide the minimum amount of equipment we might 
need (we cannot and will not do carry-outs but might need to lifeline a tired visitor, for example), the organisation we should 
have (who is in charge until DCRO arrive or if DCRO do not see the need to come in person) and what exactly we would do.  On 
the second session, we checked the entrances on the western side of the road and clocked how long it would take and what the 
best route is.  We also agreed that the control point for a rescue will be the Museum where there is space to work and access to 
the wall map.  The next session will cover the east side.  We then need to move on to planning underground searches, 
principally of West and Wood Mines.  All are welcome at these sessions.  To help us plan the arrangements, can you let me 
know the following.  You can also send this information online (www.derbyscc.org.uk/rescue), by post, phone, text or 
semaphore. 

1 How far are you from Alderley Edge (in minutes – roughly) at work and at night? 
2 Do you have your own transport?  
3 Are you willing to help underground, surface or either? 
4 What training have you had? 
5 Are your contact details up to date? 

I know who has keys etc and I assume that keyholders are automatically willing to go underground and help with searches.   

ALDERLEY CARTOON COMPETITION 
Very few entries so far: bring them along to the Open Weekend before it’s too late. 

DALESBRIDGE, THE ROCKET AND THE FLUFFIES 
A goodly crowd turned out for the Matienzo celebration weekend at Dalesbridge near Clapham.  The rocket was resurrected for 
the occasion and even the Fluffies turned out after 17 years ion the cultural doldrums.  It’s all there on the website 
www.derbyscc.org.uk/fluffies where you can see the pictures and watch the video.  You can even get the T-shirt if you ask Tony 
nicely. 

ANNIVERSARY JOURNAL 
Still being planned. 

SNIPPETS 
Liz had to join two fluffy skirts together to ensure one new member was decent.  I wonder who? 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 
August 2010  First three weeks - Matienzo expedition  
 23 - Quarterly General Meeting  
September 2010 4/5 - Open Weekend, Alderley  
 19 - White Scar   
  25/26 - Hidden Earth 2010 at Leek, Staffs 
October 2010 9 - Weirdstone Event at Alderley Edge: short Engine Vein trips 
 18 - Committee Meeting or General Meeting (see above) 
November 2010 14 - Practice Rescue at Alderley Edge with DCRO 
 20 - Club Dinner – The Old Rectory, Denton 
December 2010  13 - Annual General Meeting  

 

Any comments, items for the next edition, volunteers to be editor, etc. to Nigel Dibben � editor@derbyscc.org.uk 

Until further notice, all club 
meetings are at the Bulls Head, 
The Market Place, Stockport.  It 
is the new Chairman’s will that 
sandwiches should be served 
after the general meetings. 

http://www.derbyscc.org.uk/log
http://www.hidden-earth.org.uk
http://www.derbyscc.org.uk/rescue
http://www.derbyscc.org.uk/fluffies
mailto:editor@derbyscc.org.uk

