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The summer holiday season is now behind us and we have reports on the DCC contribution to the expedition to Matienzo, a trip 
to Nent Head and the Speedwell to Peak trip organised by Kieran.  Unless the editor is missing something (which he probably 
is), there have been no other Club trips since Allan Berry went to work abroad.  A stand-in caving organiser is much needed as 
the year started well with several strongly supported trips. 

Of course the other main items of sad news are the loss to the Club of Todge (Alan Burgess) who died in July this year and 
Arthur Ball who died in September.  Our thoughts should be with both families who must miss them sorely. 

OBITUARY 
ALAN (TODGE) BURGESS 
On 23rd July, Alan Burgess or Todge as he was known from 
schooldays to the end of his life, died in Stockport.  Todge was 
born in 1928 and lived in the Stockport area all his life.  In fact, 
his address in 1961 when he was a founder member of the DCC 
was the same as at the end of his life.  He had been in the 
Stockport Potholers and Climbers Club in the 1940s and then 
Orpheus CC in the 1950s before the split in that club.  The Club 
was well represented at his funeral and John New gave a eulogy.   

(Pictures: Right by Michael Jones from the early 1950s at Nettle 
Pot.  Todge is on the left.  Below right by Neil Garrard at the 
Annual Dinner in 2010 talking to Geoff.) 

ARTHUR BALL 
Arthur was born in 1926 and was also a founder member of the DCC having been in the 
Orpheus before that.  He worked in the Manchester area all his life until retiring.  Arthur 
was also a member of the Bullock Smithy folk group (with Stan Gee, Steve Mills and 
others) and was well known for his musical talents.   

(Pictures: Left by Michael Jones, Arthur is playing the banjo-lele and Stan the wash-
board.  Right with Dale Street, his son David and Jock at Alderley Edge in 2009.) 

 

FROM THE CHAIRMAN’S DESK 
Nigel has done a fantastic job with this latest newsletter * and it’s well worth a read.  We are lucky enough to have had a lot of 
new members joining recently and hopefully if they read the Matienzo write up in particular they’ll get a real flavour of what 
caving is and should be about.  New cave, extensions and two and a half weeks of hard graft plus a fair bit of partying!  If you’re 
not already involved you may wish to consider pulling your finger out? 

Nettle Pot (Michael Jones) 

Club Dinner 2010 Alderley Edge 2009 1950s? 

Arthur 

Stan 

Todge  

http://www.DerbysCC.org.uk
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Alderley is a great introduction but membership of the DCC is not just about shovelling sand around Engine Vein, it also opens 
up opportunities for trips all around the country and abroad.  Read carefully, sort some kit out and get involved.  New cave is 
out there waiting to be found – if you don’t find it someone else might grab it first and previously used cave never feels as good! 

Tony 

Postscript 

Sue and I are planning to get married in Matienzo next Summer, we haven’t sorted any details yet but it should a hell of a party, 
everyone welcome! 

* Editor’s comment:  This statement from the Chairman cost me four bottles of Arkwright’s.  (Ask anyone who went to Matienzo 
for an explanation.) 

NEWS 
ANNUAL DINNER 
As announced in the last newsletter, the dinner has been arranged for 26th November at 6.30 for 7.00 at the Masonic Guildhall, 
Stockport.  There will be a three course meal with wine comprising soup, a carvery (pre-book veggie option available) and 
sweet.  Once the chairman has finished waffling on and given out some awards we will be entertained with live music from "The 
Cans" and, of course, aged Club members strutting their stomping moves on the dance floor.  There is a large foyer at the hall 
for display boards, slide shows and the like.  So get taking photos for both a mining and a caving photo section (shiny cups 
available as prizes).  We will also have space for just general displays of things of interest such as trips that have taken place 
this year, Nenthead, Matienzo, Open days etc.  Also at our disposal is a separate bar and lounge area for those of you wishing 
to just have a catch up and chat.  Bar till 12.30 with the evening to draw to a close for 1 am.  There is ample car parking at the 
rear and a bus stop at the front for those with bus passes.  What more can we add?  Once again, Sue Morton is leading the 
organisation (after the great success of last year).  You can either contact her direct or book through the on-line booking page if 
you are a Club member. 

NEW MEMBERS 
Since the last newsletter, the Treasurer has not received notice of any new members.  I’m sure Paul will have strengthened his 
digging team but details are lacking! 

ALDERLEY EDGE 
The Open Weekend took place at Alderley Edge at the start of September and was a positive success with as many visitors as 
at Engine Vein in April and more than we have had at Wood Mine in September for many years.  I have recently received a 
DVD with many pictures taken in Alderley Edge digs during the 1980s and 1990s from Simon Butler.  Let me know if you want 
to see them (Nigel). 

HISTORIC CAVING PHOTOS 
If you are interested in seeing some historic photos of Yorkshire caves such as Alum Pot, have a look at 
http://www.bgs.ac.uk/discoveringGeology/geologyOfBritain/archives/haywood/Haywood.cfc?method=getContents.  
This has a number of photos from the 1930s as well as cave surveys from that time.   

MINING AND CAVING CONFERENCES – 2011 and 2012 
This year’s NAMHO conference was in Shropshire, hosted by the Shropshire Caving and Mining Club and was a great success.  
Nigel has volunteered the DCC to run next year’s at Alderley Edge on a scaled down version than in recent years as the planned 
venue, Nenthead, pulled out in July.  Planning is at an early stage and I need to get support from many members to make this 
work well.  I’ll talk it over with members and the Committee before finalising the details.  The proposed date is the weekend of 
30th June and 1st July 2012, after the late Bank Holiday and well before the Olympics.  The venue will be Styal Mill. 

PRACTICE RESCUE AT ALDERLEY EDGE 
We need to have a couple more sessions at Alderley to sort out detail.  Nothing happened in July so a date some time this 
autumn will have to be fixed. 

ANNIVERSARY JOURNAL 
Errrr …. (again) 

SUBSCRIPTIONS 
These have stayed the same for 2011.  If there is a big red star here (for people getting printed copies) or you 
get a special email from me, then you still owe subs for 2011.  The membership list on-line at 
http://www.derbyscc.org.uk/club/members_list.php shows the people who will get special reminders!  This is the 
last time. 

ALDERLEY INSURANCE AND LEASE TERMS 
A review is being carried out to ensure that we meet all the conditions laid down by our insurers and lessors.  Please be 
prepared for some new requirements later this summer and make sure that, if you are a trip leader, you know what to do to see 
that our insurance is not invalidated. 

http://www.bgs.ac.uk/discoveringGeology/geologyOfBritain/archives/haywood/Haywood.cfc?method=getContents
http://www.derbyscc.org.uk/club/members_list.php
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WEBSITE 
I keep tweaking bits but the most recent addition has been having links from the events list to the relevant photo album and log 
pages.  The events list has been updated to act as a record as well as a calendar of future events.  Just a thought but would 
anyone be interested in supplying a summary, from time to time, of the correspondence on facebook so that non-facebook 
members (especially those without computers) can read what’s being said?  Emphasis is on the word SUMMARY. 

TRIP REPORTS 
Here are the latest trip reports.  Please put trip reports on-line or send them to the editor as this is the only permanent record of 
the Club’s activity that exists. 

Mistral (Easegill, Yorkshire Dales) 
9th October 2011 

Trip with Neil Garrard, John Smith, Kevin, Tom Howard and Nigel Dibben.  
Very wet day so just a very very muddy trip to Hall of the Mountain King and 
the start of the Cigalere Inlet.  Neil’s promised a fuller report.  There’s an 
album of photos on-line.  

Carlswark digging 
1st October 2011 - Allan Berry 

On Saturday myself and Simon decided that, since we hadn't been caving 
for ages, we would go and do one of the hardest trips in Derbyshire to get 
us back into it.  We chose the Dynamite Series in Carlswark - so called 
because they would need a hell of lot of Dynamite to get you out if you had 
an accident in here!!  It’s a grade 5 cave with the tightest passages in the 
country and no chance of rescue (you couldn't get even an empty stretcher 
even 5 yards into this series.  Both myself and Simon took cameras and got 
some good video footage of this trip. 

When we got to the top of Eyam dale shaft (our chosen point of entry into the Carlswark system) we found that there was 
already a ladder and rope on the entrance.  So we hung ours behind it being careful not to get tangled up with the other kit.  

Both of us had new lights which we were testing (I have finally bought a helmet mounted one especially for this trip because I 
know you can’t fit through this cave without one).  We made our way to the entrance to the Dynamite series and began to film 
the struggles in the entrance. There are a couple of tight squeezes before things get really tight. The first really tight piece 
involves a small hole at floor level which half fills with water and has to bailed by bucket before the squeeze is attempted - but 
just our luck - somebody had left the bucket on the other side (this was the first of many things to go wrong).  

Luckily the water level was quite low so we were able to attempt the squeeze without bailing.  This squeeze involves taking off 
your helmet (can't fit through with a helmet on your head), putting one arm above your head and one arm below (this is the only 
way to make your shoulders narrow enough), lying on your back and pushing your body half way into the squeeze.  At this point 
you see that you need to make a right angled turn which also heads upwards at about 45 degrees.  This is tricky and involves 
much thrutching and swearing (the swearing does help a lot). At this point you have usually lost your helmet and light and have 
to exit from the squeeze in the dark, turn around, and go back in head first to find you helmet.  

So after getting some good video footage of this we moved on to the next piece, and the next, and the next...... Basically this 
cave series is just one very tight piece after another but each one gets more and more tight until eventually I got stuck for 10 
minutes trying to push the tightest piece.  We got lots more video throughout.  

Eventually we decided that we would attempt to exit via a little known "exit" near to Eyam.  We remembered finding this exit by 
accident one day many years ago. I also remembered that many years ago it was half collapsed and full of giant spiders (I hate 
spiders !!).  But foolishly we set off in this direction.  This meant negotiating a further tight squeeze which had Simon stuck for a 
good half hour (luckily I filmed it all !!!!).  After the tight squeeze we had to negotiate another squeeze in a very dodgy looking 
boulder choke before climbing up into a flat our crawl at roof level. This lead through further tight squeezes to the bottom of the 
"exit".  

This exit indeed was full of giant spiders - so Simon went first !!  This is where things really started to go wrong. It turned out 
that the entrance had been re-built. On the plus side - it was not half-collapsing. On the negative side it was impossible to get 
out of. The new exit had been made using smooth sided barrels creating a smooth side tube of about 18 feet vertical. The 
trouble is that the tube was so small that you could not even bend a leg to try to chimney (I don't think you could even use a 
ladder in here as you would not be able to bend your leg enough to get from one rung to the next).  SRT would seem the only 
way - and since we did not have any we were b&^'&%ed.  

At this point we had to contemplate doing the whole trip in reverse and with no other choice..........  

So we made the long trip back through all the tight squeezes, dodgy boulder chokes etc. to emerge from the Dynamite series 
into the Carlswark main cave system quite late.  We then still had a way to go to get back to our proposed exit at the Eyam 
Dale Shaft.  On arriving at the Eyam Dale shaft we found that on pulling out his ladder and lifeline - the other group had pulled 
our ladder half way up the entrance shaft.  This was agonising as we could see daylight. We could even see the ladder. But we 
could not easily reach it. We were now faced with the even longer journey through to the Gin Entrance which would add another 
30 minutes at least to our already long trip.  

After some deliberation I decided I was not going to go to the Gin entrance. I was going to free climb out the Gin entrance to 
retrieve the ladder. I could see it about 18 ft from the floor. So I set about carefully finding hand holes and foot holes and made 

John in Mistral/Pippikin 



10/2011 Page 4 of 9 

my way slowly up until I could almost reach it. I was within inches. After a couple more gingerly placed footholds I managed to 
reach the ladder and pull it back down the shaft - getting on it quickly before I fell back down the shaft.  

So this was our idea of getting back into caving after not going for a while.  Maybe I'll do a show cave next time !!!!  

There's a video available at http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sRYgXLdOTQk  

Nenthead 
19th - 21st August 2011 - Paul Stubbs 

We have had a very good turn out for the latest trip to Nenthead, consisting of Lauren, Bennett, Damien, Terry, Jack, Olly, Paul 
(young), John Capper, Paul Stubbs. 

The weather was reasonable and we had a good breakfast each day before we set off. The first day we went into Smallclough, 
the water level was so low I can say that I ever never seen it so dry but still it was knee depth. 
As per normal we heard a lot of wow, ooh, and look at that, this seems to be the normal reaction and the dry stone passages 
certainly draw a lot of attention. 

The second day saw us go into Brownley Hills, this seems to be the favorite with people and I must admit I have a soft spot for 
it myself, going into the upper levels we came across some rock that has been recently blasted!! leaving plenty of samples 
scattered about. After a lot of scrabbling in the upper levels I took them to a geode which if you are slim! and flexible! you can 
with a bit of a struggle climb into it! and they all went WOW!! 

Back on the lower levels we went to the Blue Pool before going even lower to the Canadian level which was a lot drier than 
usual but still a good entertaining trip, it takes nearly 1 hour but well worth the effort, plenty of hanging death! and wibbly wobbly 
walls!! 
We stopped at a section that you can climb up into another mine, this proved to give us some entertainment as we climbed up 
we made the very steep slpoe into a woderful slide!! which we had to come back down with great difficulty, this was Damien's 
chance to shine, he managed with spider like quality to climb down to a slope and with his help get myself onto the slope with 
him, we then got the rest of the group down by letting them slide off onto us. 

All said it was a great trip with plenty of good memories yet again, October seems to be mentioned for the return trip!!    

Matienzo, Cantabria 
4th - 20th August 2011 - Nigel Dibben 

From 3rd August to 26th August, the DCC contingent was in Matienzo.  This year, the Club was represented by Tony 
Brocklebank, Sue Morton, Geoff Standring, Bill Booth, Len Gee, Nigel Dibben, Liz Taylor, Steve Martin and Tom Howard.  Tony, 
Sue, Geoff, Bill and Len stayed in the Daughters’ apartments, Nigel and Liz in Dibben’s Diner and Tom maintained true tradition 
by tenting it.  Tony had his eye on the Hornedo area (nearest caves to Arkwright’s Bar) but various other trips were undertaken 
in the main fortnight of activity and these included teaming up with other expedition members including Ali, Pedro, Phil and the 
Dingles. 

As well as caving, of which there was a good deal, and surface exploration, members went to a local show cave, climbed a vía 
ferrata at Ramales, attended the local horticultural show, took part in art classes, beached, barbecued and ate out at local 
restaurants. 

The trip saw Tom enter his first piece of virgin cave, Tony open up at least two new entrances, the Club surveyed about 150 
metres of passage for the expedition and numerous photos were taken and added to Juan’s archive. 

HORNEDO EXPLORATION 

A number of visits were paid to the area of Hornedo, north of Riaño on the road down to Entrambasaguas.  This is the area of 
Torca La Vaca and Snake Cave and the hope was to find a top entrance to Snake Cave, beyond current sumps.  Work was 
mainly concentrated in three areas with a couple of other holes investigated as well.  One of the ones we visited but did not 
push at the time went to 300 m.  Conveniently, each trip usually ended in a visit to the Euro Media bar or to Arkwright’s where 
several boxes of his €1.50 wine were bought. 

3577 – DIGGING 

On the first visit, we located a small slightly draughting dig in a shakehole.  This was dug out in one session and a small 
chamber entered with a possible continuation.  Prospects did not look good.  The possible continuation under the far wall was 
dug on a separate session but no progress was made. 

3564 – EXTENSION, EXPLORATION, SURVEYING AND PAINTING 

This was a find on the other side of the same valley behind the “tidy” farmer’s 
farm which had been entered by Phil and Dan.  It ended in a stal dome 
blocking an obvious continuation.  Our secret weapon (Tom) was inserted 
into the squeeze and forced through under threat of being sold to the Earby 
and managed to get into a short but decent extension.  The rest of the cave 
was surveyed the same day and a return was arranged to enlarge the 
squeeze so the Chairman, Lamp Master and Treasurer could get through to 
dig and survey.  This was duly done with snappers and the cave was finished 
although there is a slight draught in a too-tight passage at the end.  Sue 
broke new ground by doing some painting underground of a stal curtain 
which Bill back-lit with candles.  The total surveyed length of the cave is 76 
m.  In the same area, Nigel and Ali checked out the survey of 3567 and 

Tony, Bill and Tom in 3564 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sRYgXLdOTQk
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added a bit more detail to the plan as well as identifying two more holes: 3589 and 3590. 

3568 etc – SPOTHOLING AND EXPLORATION 

Still on the hunt for a back entrance to Snake Cave, we spent an afternoon tramping around the hillside above the river near to 
the Hornedo bar.  Six entrances were checked including two new ones and two were entered (by Tony and Nigel) into nasty 
sandstoney narrow scratchy draughtless rifts.  The potential is there but the local capping of sandstone has probably put an end 
to any useful passage.  The findings were written up in the expedition log. 

SIMAS DEL PÍCON (0075) – DIGGING  

Tom and Nigel went with Pete Smith (Pedro) to Simas del Pícon in the Cubija valley to investigate a draughting dig in a choke 
near the entrance.  The dig is not far from the laddered entrance into a huge chamber although (fatso) Nigel had to move a few 
boulders before he could join the others.  We spent some time digging down breaking up boulders by hand and exposing a very 
narrow hole down about 2 m.  In the end, Pete decided that it was not going to go and we left it for another day.  Unfortunately, 
we didn’t get back for another look but the cave itself looks worth a photographic trip. 

CUEVA REGATO (3494) – EXPLORATION AND PHOTOGRAPHY 

As a warming-up trip, Tony and Nigel went on their first day with Johnny Southworth and Phil Goodwin to photograph, explore 
and add detail to Cueva Regato in the Hornedo area.  The cave has two entrances and we went in Regato 1.  Side rifts were 
explored and an unsurveyed hole down was checked out leading to connections back to two other points in the cave.  Johnny 
spotted a high level passage which Tony was able to enter by climbing but it ended after a short distance.  Photos were taken 
and the additional work was written up in the log.  Regato 2 was also entered by Nigel and Johnny, and photos were taken there 
as well. 

3554 – DIGGING AND EXPLORATION 

The day after Cueva Regato, Tony and Nigel went to another of Johnny’s digs on the road past Alisas towards the coast.  The 
hole is a depression in the side of the hill which had been missed on previous scans of the area because it is effectively hidden 
by trees and the slope.  Johnny, Phil and John Clarke had been snapping down a passage to the left which draughted slightly.  
Tony and Nigel looked at two other rifts in the same shakehole.  After dropping his chisel down one of them, Tony was forced to 
cap it open.  The result was a hole about 3m deep with no obvious way on. 

EL SUTO (3450) – SURVEYING  

El Suto had been found shortly before and was rigged by Johnny S and team.  Nigel, Tony and Steve went in to survey but the 
riggers were only a few minutes ahead so after a lot of hanging around, it was partly surveyed and then left for another day.  
Towards the end of the fortnight, Tony, Steve and Tom went back and descended to the lowest point rigged and then surveyed 
out.  The cave was derigged and next day all the ropes were washed – a long job given the horrible muddy conditions in the 
cave.  Tom drew up the survey.  

Unfortunately during the derigging trip it was realised that John and Phil hadn’t in fact bottomed the cave, a parallel shaft to the 
final pitch was disto’d to the same depth as the pitch itself, but boulders thrown down continued well beyond. As we had no 
bolting gear a return trip is needed. 

Big Steve describes El Suto as “definitely” the most unpleasant cave in the entire Matienzo area; he likes it so much he’s offered 
to return.  Tony agrees - on both counts and suggests renaming it Torca de Mierda. 

OFFICERS’ MESS (3460 & 3461, SOUTH VEGA) – DIGGING AND EXPLORATION 

A return was made to the dig area explored in 2010 know as Officers’ Mess.  The previous year, 881 had been resurveyed and 
four digs opened (Officers’ Mess, the fridge on the path and two in the shakehole).  One of these, the fridge, had to be blocked 
up after objections by the farmer.  At the end of 2010, a fifth hole in a rift had been opened but left.  This year, the main dig was 
pushed a bit further – inconclusively – although there is still a good draught but most work was on the rift, 3461, left at the end 
of 2010.  This was widened over two days and Tony, Tom and Bill were able to get into a small chamber with a large boulder (a 
piece of the wall from the entrance passage!) blocking the way down.  The area still seems to be worth a bit more digging but 
Nigel’s two-day rule (no dig should be pursued for more than two days) still seems worth applying. 

Notwithstanding the ridiculous two day rule, Tony wisely returned and Bill was able to destroy the offending block after which 
Tony destroyed a further squeeze to allow normal sized people to get to the point Tom had already reached in a hading rift full 
of small boulders, after we started removing these Bill could see on for a few feet and the air quality has improved a lot. A return 
is planned. 

CUEVA OÑITE (0027)/CUEVA DEL RISCO (0025) – EXPLORATION AND 
SURVEYING 

This was a trip to support Pedro who wanted to complete a survey and look 
at a low crawl over some stal.  Pete drove Tom and Nigel up to Oñite inlet 
and we quickly got through the crawls [compare last year when Nigel 
completely failed to find the way through!] and down to the decent 
streamway.  After a while, we got through the Sala Carballo and into the 
section where Pete’s survey ended.  Tom was pushed through another flat-
out squeeze over stal to get into a few metres of low passage which Pedro 
was able to enter as well and the extension was surveyed out.  The survey 
was then completed of the bit Pedro had done before and we exited with 
Nigel leading.  After a couple of detours, we made surface safely. 

 
Onite inlet to Risco 
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CUEVA DE ENTRAMBASAGUAS (3232, CUEVA DE LA ESPADA/CUEVA DE RUCHANA and 0103) – EXPLORATION AND 
SURVEYING 

Cueva de la Espada was entered twice.  The first time when Tony decided to enlarge a rift by the side of the Riaño/Hornedo 
road that Johnny S and others had found.  Tony generously gave his services in the interests of speleology and with a bit of 
care to avoid passing traffic, a massive chunk of limestone was removed – but not enough to allow entrance.  The film is quite 
impressive as is the dent left in the road.  This encouraged a curious Spaniard farmer’s wife to pay us a friendly visit and she 
soon had her son with her and he led us into the downstream end of Espada (now known as Cueva de Ruchana) equipped with 
one helmet and two lights between the four of us (Tony, Tom, Nigel and the farmer).  After a quick look around, and appropriate 
comments of buena and muy gracias, we left the area.  Nigel returned a couple of days later with Ali to survey and push some 
leads in the upper end, now know as Cueva de Entrambasaguas.  A couple of possible draughting routes were found and Ali 
has recorded these for future exploration. 

DINGLES’ DIG (3594, TORCA DE LUNA DE MIEL)  

Tom had a day spare so he was pinched by the Dingles to help them dig at their hole over Torca la Vaca called Torca de Luna 
de Miel – Honeymoon Shaft – 3594.  He spent most of the day hauling boulders and hanging around in mid-air, or so it appears 
from the pictures.  A large boulder seems to be blocking the way into a rift down which stones drop for ages.  No doubt, they will 
return to the dig. 

TORCA LA VACA (2889) – EXPLORATION  

As well as the digging, Tom joined Johnny and Jude on an exploration trip into Vaca through the duck.  Being the first duck he 
had done, Tom was not too bothered on the way in but on the way out, he needed a bit of encouragement!  The rest of the trip 
appears to have been long and tiring but the writer (Nigel) is not aware whether it achieved anything new.  [No doubt Tom can 
correct me if this is wrong.] 

CUEVA-CUBÍO DE LA REÑADA (0048) – TRIP (Public Relations) 

At the request of Hornedo resident (Leah?), Tom and Nigel took her 14-year old granddaughter for a caving trip into Reñada.  
Laura had previously been through Jivero II so this was to be her first serious trip.  After getting lost in the entrance series, Nigel 
eventually found the Blow Hole and from then it as plain sailing if a little nerve wracking because of he slippery surfaces.  
However, Laura coped very well and we were able to reach Stuffed Monk passage and take a few pictures amongst the better 
formations there.  The trip out was easier and each hurdle was crossed without difficulty.  The whole trip probably took about 
four hours and we emerged to meet Laura’s anxious mother and Juan, who provided transport. 

CUEVA DE CUATRIBÚ (0013) – TRIP FOR THE ELDERLY AND INFIRM 

Nigel had this bright idea that a quick trip down Cuatribú would be interesting 
and sporting for the DCC elder statesmen (Len, Dale Street and Bill) and Liz.  
He forgot about the walk-in.  Despite tramping through acres of woodland, 
scrub and rocks, we all reached the entrance and visited the sections where 
bears’ nests can be found (hibernation places for cave bears) and the stals 
polished by bears climbing through them.  There are also numerous bear 
scratches on the walls and Bill found the cap of a bear’s canine tooth.  After 
taking photos, we left the cave and took the more direct route down the hill 
leading to Nigel having a nasty fall onto a boulder (end of caving for him – 
fortunately, this was more or less the last day anyway!).   

CUEVA DE RASCAVIEJA (0077) – WALK-IN TRIP 

Two other cavers on the site were from Chesterfield area and without transport, they were a bit stuck for caving options so Nigel 
took them (Stuart and Alan) for a walk up to the Bakers, then to Cueva Molino (Agua) and up to Rascavieja, the fossil cave on 
Enaso which has an impressive outward draught.  Stuart stayed outside but Nigel and Alan went in, taking a few photos.  Nigel 
still thinks the cave is worthy of serious re-exploration as the draught is like the Coventosa one. 

489 

Liz, Billy and Lennie visited 489 to remember Roy Hayes.  His memorial was checked and a few flowers left for him. 

-- -- 

I think that’s all the caving the Club was involved in.  I’ve no doubt someone will correct me if I am wrong.  I think something 
was done practically every day and I reckon that Tom went underground just about every day (if you count the little cave on the 
vía ferrata).  The on-line version of the report at http://www.derbyscc.org.uk/club/dcc_log_detail-ed.php?item=102 has a number 
of pictures and the album at http://www.derbyscc.org.uk/club/album_view_album.php?album=32 has more. 

 
Nigel Dibben and Tony Brocklebank   
September 2011 

Caves in North Wales: Poachers' and Ogof Nadolig 
23 July 2011 - Nigel Dibben 

To fill in time when we had a quiet Saturday (when it wasn't raining, too), Tom and I went over to North Wales and visited some 
of the cave sites around the Alyn Valley. I have been there before but only into Poachers' Cave and Ogof Hesp Alyn and that 
was some time ago so the first step was refreshing old memories. We parked at the bridge near Cilcain and walked 

Geoff in Cuatribú 

http://www.derbyscc.org.uk/club/dcc_log_detail-ed.php?item=102
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downstream first to Ogof Hesp Alyn which is just up the river bank. The river was virtually completely dry as it drains into the 
Millwr Tunnel in the summer. 

Turning back, we then located Poachers Cave which starts as a cave/mine just above the track. Inside, the door was unlocked 
and we used a ladder to get down into the original adit and cave. Although we were only in boiler suits and Tom was wearing 
trainers, it was dry enough to explore the cave including walking up the River Passage at the end. We didn't finish the 
exploration so a return trip will be necessary. It is quite a nice cave with some formations, streams, pitches etc. 

After getting out, we walked across the river and up to Ogof Nadolig where the entrance shaft is made of plastic pipe and quite 
easily free-climbed. It's an active dig and there is a handline on the entrance which is useful. We didn't explore far as the climb 
up into the upper section is awkward in trainers and ideally we would take a bit of SRT kit next time. Another place for a return 
visit! 

That seemed to be enough caving so we walked back along the river to the car, got out of the caving kit and thn prepared to 
walk along the Leet Walk. We made a short diversion at the start which took as past a large, Spanish-style shakehole and then 
got up onto the leet. I'm not sure what this served but it is quite a height above the river so would provide quite a bit of power, 
presumably for mining. Shortly after the start (from the Cilcain end), there is a small rock shelter but nothing else was spotted 
until we got to the very obvious Devil's Gorge which the leet path crosses on a bridge. 

The Devil's Gorge is actually a spar (calcite) mine of considerable height and width although it doesn't go all that far into the hill. 
After a few pictures and a bit of exploration (lit by one headlamp and a mobile phone), we went back to daylight and looked at 
the Leet Caves and an unknown lidded entrance in the riverbed. 

After this, it was a case of returning back to base and home and trying to find out a bit more about the caves from info that Bert 
Lewis gave me many years ago. 

If anyone is interested, they are welcome to get in touch as I would very much like to go back and carry on searching the area. 
 
Sites (all freshly GPS'd):  

Poachers' Cave - SJ 19083 65471 

Ogof Hesp Alyn - SJ 19193 65546 

Ogof Nadolig - SJ 18986 65581 

Sink in river near caravan park - SJ 18864 65329 

Big shakehole - SJ 18786 65104 

Rock shelter on Leet - SJ 18834 65040 

Devil’s Gorge spar mine - SJ 18879 64485 

Locked hole in river bed - SJ 18871 64347 

Leet Caves (no 1) - SJ 18880 64357 

Speedwell Mine - Peak Cavern 
2nd July 2011 - Nigel Dibben 

There is an album related to this report. 

Kieran arranged this trip from Speedwell to Peak using his excellent connections. We were able to hitch a ride on a boat to the 
Bottomless Pit and then waded in shallow water from there to the Whirlpool (what Whirlpool?). We carried on to the bottom of 
Leviathan and went up as far as the Workshop and then returned to the stream to go up to Main Rising. On the way back down, 
we took a look at the Miners' Toast and then up to Bathing Pool Rising. 

Feeling a bit sadistic, Kieran took us through the crawl to Whirlpool passage and then down to the Whirlpool before we set off 
down the Bunghole to the Lower Bunghole streamway. By the time we got to the upstream Treasury sump, some were getting a 
bit tired so when we got back to Egnaro Aven, there was a break for 'lunch'.  

Going up Egnaro didn't seem too bad until we got to the top and were straight into Colostomy Crawl.  Yucchhhhh.  Anyway, 
after a lot of thrutching and sliding and slurping, we emerged at the Trenches and were soon out into the downstream end of 
Treasury Sump.  The picture on the album shows how dirty we had got by then. 

From Treasury to the main Upper Gallery in Peak did not take too long and fairly soon we were through the Mucky Ducks and 
past Victoria aven to reach the Buxton Water dam. There, we gave back the mud to the Peak Cavern management (we didn't 
want to be charged for removing it from the cave) and proceeded past awed visitors to the entrance. It was nice and warm in the 
main chamber! 

Not totally satisfied with that trip, five of us had a quick look in Peaks Hole Sough and up at the first vein working. This place 
still has timber flooring in it that is over two hundred years old. 

Then it was the long squelchy walk back to the cars. Fortunately, it was not too warm. Then down to the Wanted for a debrief 
and home. Thanks again, Kieran. 

Unless your camera is waterproof and very robust, you will need a good container for it in anything but the easiest of caves or 
mines.  When I started, ammo boxes were the only answer but these days many people will use Peli boxes (very strong plastic 
with a hinged lid), BDHs (containers which are designed to protect glass chemical bottles and have a screw lid which is pretty 
well waterproof), or Daren Drums (plastic containers with a screw lid coming in various sizes.  You need to pad the containers 

Poacher’s Cave 
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so that the camera and flash are not damaged by rattling around inside.  Most people also carry a dry cloth to wipe their hands 
before or after opening the box so as to try to keep the contents dry.  Condensation is not too much of a problem in a cave 
because your camera will often be warmer than the cave air but if you try to take photos outside after a trip, it can be an issue.  
Waterproof cameras are OK (there are various ones now which you can fit in waterproof containers) but you still need to avoid 
knocking the camera about and getting mud on the critical areas like the window for the lens and the flash. 

LIGHTING 

The last article talked about use of flash and use of light painting but did not discuss the various styles of photo lighting.  What 
does this mean?  Commonly, photos are lit from the front so that the subject is fully lit.  This is fine for a snap but to make the 
picture interesting, you should try to get side or back lighting into the picture.  I’ve put some examples  below to illustrate these 
points. 

COLOUR vs. BLACK AND WHITE 

There is no rule that photos must be in colour and many 
impressive picture underground are printed in black and white (or 
greyscale really).  To illustrate this, I have taken four of the 
example pictures and reproduced them in greyscale and I think this 
shows that provided the contrast is there in the original picture, 
greyscale (or B&W) can be quite effective.  In my opinion, the first, 
third and fourth pictures work best.  The second, as the person is 
the main subject, seems to work better in colour.  Both colour and 
B&W pictures require good subjects and if you are setting off on a 
photographic trip, make sure your friends are wearing bright 
clothing – red, yellow or orange oversuits!   

EDITING 

These days, with a program such as Photoshop, you can do a lot 
with pictures including adding detail that was never there before or 
taking unwanted blemishes off the picture.  The basic tools though 
are often sufficient and these are to raise the lightness of a picture 
and to crop out unwanted areas.  Lightening pictures is very easy 
with most digital picture editing programs but should be used with 
care unless you are aiming for special effects.  Cropping however 
can be done on prints as well and can be very useful to draw 
attention to the main subject or to get rid of over-lit areas at the 
edge of the scene, as often happens.  Editing programs can also 
get rid of blemishes or unwanted features such as a piece of 
marker tape or a bit of graffiti.  In the example on the right, a 
blemish has been added to a picture taken in Bagshawe Cavern! 

PUBLICATION 

Most people will take pictures for their own benefit but good 
pictures deserve to be shared with the other people on the trip or the Club as a whole.  We have good facilities for this on the 
Club website, Facebook and the Yahoo site as well as sites such as Flickr.  Personally, I think there are too many places now to 
publish pictures and as most require fast internet access, they can exclude some members  from seeing them.  Therefore, it is 
just as important to take good prints and display them at, for example, the Club Dinner or Open Days so that everyone can 
share them. 

  

   

 

Front lighting, flash on 
camera, no real sense of 
depth, spots on photo. 

Silhouette which in this case 
emphasises the passage 

shape.  There is no harm in 
leaving the dark areas in a 

picture like this. 

Back-lighting the subject (with 
some light in the foreground 

creates some interesting 
reflections on the walls. 

Multiple flash and silhouetted 
figure gives some idea of 

scale 

Simon in Bagshawe – or is it? 
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Picture without scale – how big 

is the streamway? 
Now we can see. Side lighting adds interest Flash at a low angle helps to 

illustrate a feature, in this case 
the miners’ steps. 

    
Black and white can be interesting too. 

 

Hope this has been interesting. 

Nigel 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 
October 2011 16 – SRT practice in West Mine 

17 – General Meeting 
November 2011 26 – Annual Dinner 
 27 – Bagshawe Cavern or Carlswark 
December 2011 12 – Annual General Meeting 
March 2012 24 – Saga Louts visit 
April 2012 6-9 – Easter 

Suggested date for Open Weekend: 28-29  
May 2012 (7– Public Holiday) 
June 2012 (4-5 – Public Holidays) 
 29 - 1st July – NAMHO Conference to be held at Quarry Bank Mill and Alderley Edge 
September 2012 Suggested date for Open Weekend: 1-2  
 

For the full calendar (for members) go to http://www.derbyscc.org.uk/club/club_events_list_body.php  

 

Any comments, items for the next edition, volunteers to be editor, etc. to Nigel Dibben ö newsletter@DerbysCC.org.uk 

Subs, articles, etc to: * 2 Kiln Cottage, Audlem Road, Hatherton, Cheshire CW5 7QT   
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