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‘Four Weddings And A Funeral’ sums up the non-caving side of Club life this year.  Sadly, Lennie succumbed to what sounded 
like complications from his long-term illness and died in Stepping Hill on 18th July.  Many members went to his funeral in 
Denton.  Lennie will be sadly missed as someone who was always there as support (I remember him saving me from a nasty 
fall in OFD II many years ago).  He joined the Club in 1972 and caved for many years in Derbyshire and Mendip as well as Italy 
and Spain and of course the Yorkshire Dales.  He took up mountaineering too, making regular visits to Scotland in the early 
spring for ice climbing as well as walking on Kinder and in the Lakes.  Latterly, his prostate cancer had slowed him down but he 
was not ready to go yet as he had treatment lined up and was preparing for it when he was admitted to Stepping Hill.  At his 
funeral, John New gave a eulogy and members carried in the coffin complete with Lennie’s helmet on top.  He asked for any 
donations in his memory to be sent to DCRO or CAFOD.  A collection in Matienzo has already resulted in a donation of £128 
from his friends there. 

As for the weddings, well there has been Gaz and Kate, Tony and Sue married in America and reconsecrated in Matienzo, Ed 
and Bev married at Capesthorne and John and Heather married at Fountains Abbey.  Of these, no less than seven are of 
course members of the DCC.  If we just said that seven members had got married this year, people might wonder how large the 
Club is or what’s going on!  Anyway, congratulations to all and we are looking forwards now to the celebration at Alderley Edge 
in October (more details from the organisers – contact Ed, Sue or Warrington Pete).  Of course, this celebration is also going to 
be a celebration of Lennie’s life and appropriately, the main item on the menu will be a STEW. 

NEWS 
ANNUAL DINNER 
No firm plans yet but it is not going to be in November.  The most likely date will be some time in the early New Year. 

NEW MEMBERS 
New members since the last newsletter include: Antonio Llufrio Carreras, Troy Lewis Grey, John Paul Johnston, Arthur Warrick 
(rejoined), Tim Ryan, Paul Dyson (rejoined), Angela Ward, Mervyn Clarke, Andrew Lavender, David Brandreth and Gary Beech.  
I hope I haven’t missed anyone.  Welcome to all. 

MINING AND CAVING CONFERENCES – 2012 
The NAMHO conference at Styal was a success by all accounts and we made a surplus which will partly go towards a special 
report of the proceedings and the rest will go into Club funds.  I hope everyone enjoyed the experience and that the miners 
especially will think about attending future conferences.  Next year’s is in Aberystwyth with trips in mid-Wales.  At the end of 
September, some members went to Hidden Earth at Burnley.  This was well worth attending and is a good way to meet new 
friends or catch up with old ones.  The website is www.hidden-earth.org.uk.  

ANNIVERSARY JOURNAL 
Errrr …. (again) 

SUBSCRIPTIONS 
If you haven’t received a newsletter this time, then your membership has run out.  I’ll send copies to anyone who 
wants to stay in the Club and sends me the amount due – in most cases £27 (cavers) or £16 (non-cavers). 

CHAIRMAN 
Tony reckons he’s standing down at the AGM in December.  A new Chairman will probably be required.  
Someone asked recently what the Chairman’s role is and I described it as two things: firstly keeping the 
meetings in order and secondly giving leadership to the Club.  This means we need someone who ideally can 
span the caving, mining and Alderley interests of the membership.  A personal thought is that we could have a 
Deputy Chairman as well who could take meetings when the Chairman is not present and [possibly balance out 
the other interests of the Club if the Chairman is more inclined to one side or the other.  Any volunteers! 

http://www.DerbysCC.org.uk
http://www.hidden-earth.org.uk
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LENNIE’S CAVE 
One of the trip reports covers the finding of Lennie’s Cave in Secadura, Matienzo.  The cave was located and 
enlarged sufficiently for exploration over just two days and yielded a really nice piece of passage in an area 
where there had been no previous finds of any significance.  The entrance was fairly tight but an alternative way 
in was made at the other end of the cave enabling more people to visit, including Liz.  The cave was christened 
Lennie’s Cave as the main exploration took place on 31st July, the date of Lennie’s funeral.  The saddest part for 
us was that for all the work that Len and others had done over the years, they never had the resounding success 
of finding a cave like this one.  Billy’s Vision is not far behind but not quite on the same scale (and it’s an hour 
from the road – uphill). 

DIGGING REPORTS 
Friday digging team 
Tony Brocklebank 

Work has been resumed at Legit Pot.  Tony will always welcome help.  It went a short way in June and I am told it is still 
draughting. 

New Year Shaft, Alderley Edge 
The dig is drawing to a close and I shall look forward to reading the completed report and seeing the survey. 

Timber Shaft, Alderley Edge 
Work continues. 

Field Shaft, Alderley Edge 
Malcolm and team are still digging with a railway now to help them. 

Brynlow, Alderley Edge 
Steve and Lea are working on clearing the fall of spoil that occurred when the old shuttering put in some 30 years ago finally 
gave way. 

TRIP REPORTS 
Here is a list of the most recent trip reports.  You can read these reports on-line.  If you’re reading this newsletter on-line, then 
clicking on the trip name should take you to the report.  Anyone without internet access can ask the editor and I will send printed 
copies of the reports (please say which ones).  You can put your own reports on-line or send them to the editor – everything 
welcome as this is the only permanent record of the Club’s activity that exists. 

9th September 2012 Legit Pot dig  

25th August 2012  Bagshawe Cavern Birthday Trip  

5th August 2012  Giants Hole  

31st July 2012 onwards  Lennie's Cave - Matienzo  

22nd July 2012  Giants Hole, Derbyshire - Round trip + Geology and beyond.  

30th June 2012  Marilyn to Small Mammal (Gaping Gill system) - Tony's stag do trip.  

5th June 2012  Gaping Gill Winch Meet for the geriatric and infirm  

Sun 3rd -Tues 5th June  Legit Pot dig  

19th May 2012  Long Rake Spar Mine  

19th May 2012  Titan & White River  

13th May 2012  Oxlow Caverns  

14/15th April 2012  Welsh Weekend - Cwmorthin & CRTT  

1st April 2012  Water Icicle Close Cavern  

18th March 2012 Peak Cavern - Moss Chamber and sumps.  

4th March 2012  Short Drop Cave - Leck Fell  

3rd - 4th March 2012  Box Mine, Swan Mine and Brown's Folly  

19th February 2012  Giants  

I have heard dark hints that one trip reported last time never took place.  I will leave it up to the reader to find out which that 
might be or the perpetrator to own up to it. 
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 
October 2012 15 – General Meeting at the Wizard 
 See organisers – 4 Weddings and a Funeral event at Alderley Edge 
 28 – Offer of Cwmorthin trip with Steve “Daggers” Dagleish 
November 2012 24 – Ecton trip for people who have already booked (limited numbers) 
December 2012 3 – Annual General Meeting at the Wizard 
January or February 2013 ?? – Club Dinner – needs an organising group 
March 2013 ?? – Saga Louts visit 
 29-31 – Easter 
April 2013 27-28 – possible date for Open Weekend at Engine Vein 
September 2013 7-8 – possible date for Open Weekend at Wood Mine 
 
Anything else???? 
 

For the full calendar (for members) go to http://www.derbyscc.org.uk/club/club_events_list_body.php.  This includes a number 
of entries for DCRO practices and training sessions.  John Smith, Ed Coghlan and Allan Berry are working on meets lists for 
mining and caving trips. 

 

 
Photo: In Lennie’s Cave, Matienzo 

 

Any comments, items for the next edition, volunteers to be editor, etc. to Nigel Dibben ö newsletter@DerbysCC.org.uk 

Subs, articles, etc to: * 2 Kiln Cottage, Audlem Road, Hatherton, Cheshire CW5 7QT 

http://www.derbyscc.org.uk/club/club_events_list_body.php
mailto:newsletter@DerbysCC.org.uk

